[Helicobacter pylori in human stomach: can it be called mutualism or a disease?].
Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) has been a major concern as a gastric pathogen with unique features since discovered in the end of the 20th century. Recent data on comparative genome study have revealed that H. pylori has successfully survived with its host though over 58,000 years of evolution and migration from continent to continent. To maintain the symbiotic relationship with human, H. pylori has come up with ways to induce host tolerance as well as exert harmful injuries. Studies about H. pylori have accumulated the knowledge about how the cellular and molecular interactions are controlled and regulated to decide whether the symbiotic relationship is directed to diseases or peaceful mutualism. We reviewed recent literatures and research outcomes about the H. pylori and host interaction in molecular and cellular basis.